
Driveway/Approach Addition 
Requirements

Iowa law requires you to call 
Iowa One Call 48 hours 
previous to any digging

Help us, help you. If you have any question or need 
further clarification, contact the Zoning 
Administrator at 515-986-3036

-The City of Grimes is not responsible for establishing property 
lines.

-

 

An approved permit is required for  all driveway additions IF

 

you  
are doing work in City Right of Way or increasing the size of your 
approach

- A  concrete approach is required to be 6” thick

-An inspection is required previous to pouring a concrete approach

-Sand is not allowed for base, it must be dirt or rock in the city right 
of way

-

 

An expansion joint must be installed at the street and the sidewalk.

- You do not need a permit if all the work is on private property

-The maximum width of a driveway in an “R” district is 24’

-The maximum width at the curb opening is 34’

-The driveway and curb opening do have a proportion ratio that has 
to be met. You cannot increase one without increasing the other.

 

Examples are on the back of this sheet.

-The permit fee for  increasing driveways in city right of way is

 

$30

-You are encouraged to discuss your project with the 
Zoning Administrator.

DRIVEWAY; THE PAVED AREA ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

APPROACH; THE PAVED AREA BETWEEN THE STREET AND

SIDEWALK OR PROPERTY LINE



sidewalk

Street

Example 1 would not 
be permitted or 
allowed due to 
approach is not being 
widened accordingly.

Example 2 would be 
permitted, a very small 
portion of concrete is 
being put in R.O.W. but 
is consistent with what 
has been approved in 
the past.

Example 3 is allowed and a 
permit is not required. All 
concrete is on private 
property and not in the City 
R.O.W.

Example 4 would be allowed 
and would require a permit. 
The driveway and approach 
are being widened 
accordingly.

The max a driveway is 
allowed is 24’ at the 
property line and the 
approach has to be widened 
a min. of 3’ and max of 5’ 
on each side at the curb.

Example 5 would not be allowed , the 
approach is not consistence with Urban 
Standard Practices. 
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Driveway width constitutes requirements for approach width at the curb. The maximum width a driveway can be is 24’ at 
the property line, thus requiring the approach to be a minimum of 30’ or a maximum of 34’ at the curb. Whatever the 
width under 24’ for the driveway,  you have to add a minimum of 3’ or a maximum of 5’ to each side at the curb for the 
opening
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