
Accessory Building Requirements

Iowa law requires you to call 
Iowa One Call 48 hours 
previous to any digging

Help us, help you. If you have any question or need 
further clarification, contact the Zoning 
Administrator at 515-986-3036

-The City of Grimes is not responsible for establishing 
property lines.

-

 

All accessory buildings require an approved permit 
from the city of grimes.

-Accessory Building that are 720 Sq Ft or more

 

require footing 42” 
deep

-Please check with the building official as to the required 
inspections and particular code requirements for your structure..

-

 

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS.

 

No accessory building shall be erected in 
any required yard other than a rear yard, except as provided 
hereinafter.  Accessory buildings in rear yards shall be at least six 
(6) feet from alley lines and at least three (3) feet from lot lines of 
adjoining lots which are in any “R”

 

District,

 

and on a corner lot they 
shall conform to the setback regulations on the side street and on 
a double frontage lot they shall only be placed in the rear yard

 

between the back of the residence or building and the back yard 
setback line.

 

Accessory buildings may be erected as a part of the 
principal building, or may be connected thereto by a breezeway or 
similar structure, provided all yard requirements for a principal 
building are complied with.  An accessory building which is not a 
part of the main building shall not occupy more than thirty (30)

 

percent of the rear yard and shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in 
height; however, this regulation shall not be interpreted to prohibit 
the construction of a five hundred fifty (550) square foot garage on 
a minimum rear yard.  No accessory building shall be constructed

 

upon a lot until the construction of the main building has been 
actually commenced, and no accessory building shall be used 
unless the main building on the lot is also being used.
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