
 
City of Grimes 
Public Meeting 

 
Polk County 

Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
 
 
 

 
 

January 7, 2016 



Introductions 

 

Iowa DNR  
Bill Cappuccio– State NFIP Coordinator 

Jason Conn– Floodplain Management Program 
 

FEMA Region 7  
Dean Ownby – Branch Chief, Floodplain Mgmt & Insurance 

 
Regional Support Center  (FEMA Region 7)  

Jason Schneider – Program Manager 
 



Meeting Agenda 

1. National Flood Insurance Program 

2. Preliminary Study for Grimes/Polk County 

4. Flood Insurance 

3. Comments and Appeals 

5. Questions and Answers  



The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

 
The NFIP is a federal program: 

•  Established with the passage of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 

•  Enables property owners in participating communities to purchase 
    insurance as protection against flood losses 
•  Participation is voluntary and based on an AGREEMENT between local 
    communities and the Federal Government 
    

 

 
AGREEMENT: The Federal Government makes flood  insurance 
available within the community as a financial protection against 
flood losses, and the community adopts  and enforces a 
floodplain management ordinance to reduce flood risk to new 
construction in floodplains 
 

    
 



NFIP Goals 

 
•  Reduce the loss of life and property caused by flooding 
 
•  Reduce rising disaster relief costs caused by flooding 
 
•  Short range goal is to provide flood insurance 
 
•  Long range goal is to encourage wise developments 
    in flood hazard areas    
 
 

 
 



Flood Insurance Rate Maps 



Letters of Map Change 

• All LOMCs were addressed in 
the preliminary Summary of 
Map Actions (SOMA) 

• 4 categories 
• Incorporate 
• Revalidate 
• Supersede 
• To be Re-determined 

• Local officials need to be sure to 
review the prelim SOMA for 
completeness 

• If a LOMC is missing from the list, 
submit the omission with your 
comments &/or appeals 



Appeal/Comment Process 

Comments 
 Referring to base map feature changes 
 Submit new base map features to: 

 Katherine Osborne, Project Engineer 
 Katherine.Osborne@stantec.com / 859-422-3047 

 

Appeals 
 Must relate to floodplain boundaries, flood zone designations, BFEs or floodways. 

Otherwise they are not considered appeals. 
 Alternative analysis must be provided with an appeal.  
 All analysis and data submitted must be certified by a Registered Professional 

Engineer or Licensed Land Surveyor, as appropriate. 
 Must be submitted through the local community 
 Must be submitted during the 90-day window 
 Submit Appeals to: 

FEMA Region VII Branch Chief  
9221 Ward Parkway, Suite 300 Kansas City, MO 64112 
 

 

mailto:Katherine.Osborne@stantec.com


Project Schedule 

Timeline for Maps to become effective 

Appeals Period 
Resolution & Issue  

Letter of Final  
Determination 

Maps Finalized 
 

(Maps adopted  
in ordinance  

by city) 

Revised  
maps 

 become  
effective 

 
Appeals  

Period 
(Announced in 

Local  
Newspaper) 

 
 

July 30th August 2016 Feb – May 2016 

Community  
Officials 
Meeting 

June – July 2016 

Publication  
In Federal 
Register 

Jan 2016 Feb. 2017 



• Mandatory flood insurance purchase in 1% annual chance 
(100-yr) floodplain areas (Zones A, AE) 
• Only required for structures with federally insured mortgages 

 

• No mandatory flood insurance purchase in 0.2% annual 
chance (500-yr) floodplain areas. (Zone X, shaded Zone X) 
 

• Current Scenario 
• Preferred Risk Policies (PRPs) 
• Grandfathering of Flood Insurance Rates 
 
 

Flood Insurance 



IF MAPS SHOW… THESE INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS, OPTIONS, AND SAVINGS APPLY 

Change from low or 
moderate flood risk to 
high risk 

• Flood insurance is mandatory.  Flood insurance will be federally 
required for most mortgage holders.  Insurance costs may rise to 
reflect the high risk.  

 

Change from high flood 
risk to low or moderate 
risk 

• Flood insurance is optional, but recommended. The risk has only been 
reduced, not removed.  Flood insurance can still be obtained, at lower 
rates.  20-25% of all flood insurance claims come from low- to 
moderate-risk areas. 

 

• Conversion offers savings.  An existing policy can be converted to a 
lower-cost Preferred Risk Policy. 

No change in risk level • No change in insurance requirements.  Property owners should talk to 
their insurance agent to learn their specific risk and take steps to 
protect their property and assets.   

Flood Insurance 



• Can be purchased from a licensed insurance agent 
 

• Can be purchased for building and/or contents 
 

• 30-day waiting period 
 
 

Flood Insurance 



 
• In collaboration with Iowa State 

University Extension & Outreach 

• Educate local officials and general public 
about flood risks and basic floodplain 
management principles 

• Topic Areas 

• National Flood Insurance Program 
• Flooding and Natural Systems 
• Floodplain Mapping 
• Floodplain Regulations 
• Flood Insurance  

Flooding In Iowa 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/floodinginiowa  

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/floodinginiowa


Flooding In Iowa  



Maps:  http://iowafloodmaps.org/ 
 
 

Additional Information: 
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program 
 

 

Where can I view the maps and find more 
information? 

http://iowafloodmaps.org/
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program


Contact Information 

Bill Cappuccio – Iowa DNR 
Phone: 515-725-8342 / Email: Bill.Cappuccio@dnr.iowa.gov 

Jason Conn – Iowa DNR 
Phone: 515-725-8333 / Email: Jason.Conn@dnr.iowa.gov 

Dean Ownby – FEMA Region 7  
Phone:  816-283-7045 / Email:  Dean.Ownby@fema.dhs.gov  

Jason Schneider – FEMA Mapping Contractor 
Phone:  913-202-6866 / Email: Jason.Schneider@stantec.com 

mailto:Bill.Cappuccio@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Jason.Conn@dnr.iowa.gov
mailto:Dean.Ownby@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Jason.Schneider@stantec.com
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