
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, September 27, 2011 
Grimes City Hall 5:30 P.M. 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Grimes City Council was called to order by Mayor Thomas Armstrong on 
Tuesday September 27, 2011 at 5:30 P.M. at the Grimes City Hall.   
Roll Call:  Present:  Patterson, Tapper, Shatava,  Altringer and Evans 
 
GENERAL AGENDA ITEMS. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Moved by Shatava, Seconded by Altringer; the agenda shall be approved with the moving of item “O” 
under the consent agenda to Council Actions and the addition of item “R” to the consent agenda: request 
to purchase scoreboard for the GCC from Daktronics in the amount of $4,135 and installation by A & W 
Electric at a cost of $900. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All. Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
Approval of the Consent Agenda  
A. Minutes from the September 13, 2011 B. Hutchinson Salt Company salt and trucking for winter road 
maintenance - $39,726 C. Grimes Written Investment Policy D. 9.930 Motor Vehicle Safety Policy 
E. Request for refund on Class C Beer Permit to Kum and Go - $50 F. Request for refund on Class C 
Beer Permit to Swift Stop #3 - $18.75 G. Renewal of Class C Liquor License for The Corn Patch  
H. Renewal of Class C Liquor License for McCoy’s Bar & Grill I. Revised Setting Bid Date of October 
11, 2011 and Public Hearing of October 11, 2011 for the Grimes Outfall Trunk Sewer and Drainage 
Channel Improvements Project. I. Set the Bid Date of October 6, 2011 at 10:00 AM J. Set Public Hearing 
and Award of Contract for October 11, 2011 for the ASR Well #1 Re-Casing Project K.Pay Request #30 
to Reilly Construction for the IA 44 Improvement Project - $79,672.78 L. KJJW Electrical Engineering to 
engineer the design, handle the bidding documents and monitor installation on a conversion of an existing 
backup generator at GCC and approval in general to expend no more than $80,000 in GCC TIF funds to 
rehab the existing generator and make the building self sustainable in the event of a power outage so it 
can be a heating or cooling center if needed. M. Pay Request #4 to The Friends of the Grimes IOOF Bldg. 
for the IOOF Building - $15,000 N. Resolution No. 09-0111 Authorizing The City of Grimes, Iowa, To 
Make An Application to the Iowa Department of Transportation’s Iowa Clean Air Attainment Program 
for the Partial Funding of the Iowa Highway 141 Traffic Signal Interconnection Project and Further 
Approving the Application which Obligate the City to Matching Funds for the Construction of Said 
Project and Further Obligates the City to Maintain Said Improvements. P. Amendment to Memorandum 
of Agreement between City of Grimes and Dallas County Q. Claims dated September 27, 2011 in the 
amount of $340,898.77, R.  Request to purchase scoreboard for the GCC from Daktronics in the amount 
of $4,135 and installation by A & W Electric at a cost of $900. 
Moved by Shatava, Seconded by Altringer; the consent agenda shall be approved  
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
Fire Chief Report 
Chief Krohse advised that they would be holding an open house at the fire department on Sunday, 
October 9, 2011 with many activities planned. 
 
PeopleService Report 
Mark Devine of Grimes Water and Wastewater and PeopleService was present to provide an update on 
their department.  He advised that preventive maintenance was being done at the plant.  Devine reminded 



everyone that hydrant flushing would be from October 17, 2011 to around the end of November.  He 
advised that crews were continuing to mark fire hydrants and getting them painted for winter.  
 
PUBLIC AGENDA ITEMS  
 
A. Public Hearing on Municipal Infraction – Bruce Rittgers, 401 First Street, Grimes, Iowa 
Mayor Armstrong opened the Public Hearing at 5:40 pm.  City Attorney Tom Henderson reviewed the 
notices of the hearing that were sent out by the City.  Attorney Henderson stated that the first infraction 
was due to illegally parked vehicles at the Bruce Rittgers’ residence at 401 First Street, Grimes, Iowa.   
He advised that according to the City Code vehicles must be parked on hard surface.  Rittgers stated that 
he felt he had lost parking along his property since construction on the street now limited parking to the 
south side only.  City Engineer Gade advised that this street is a collector and so it was decided to change 
it to parking only on one side.  He stated that the City during construction of this street had poured 
Rittgers two aprons which provided access to his property from two locations off the street.    Attorney 
Henderson asked Rittgers about pouring a hard surface pad to accommodate his vehicles.  Rittgers asked 
about using brick pavers and Attorney Henderson stated City staff would work with Rittgers to be sure it 
is installed properly and meets the City Code. Mayor Armstrong closed the Public Hearing at 6:29 p.m. 
 
B. Action on Municipal Infraction                   
Moved by Shatava, Seconded by Patterson; Rittgers shall have 5 business days which would be end of the 
business day on October 4, 2011 to moved his vehicles onto a hard surface.   Attorney Henderson advised 
that if at the end of the 5 business days if the vehicles are not on hard surface the Council asked that the 
vehicles be towed and impounded. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
C. Public Hearing on Nuisance Abatement - Bruce Rittgers, 401 First Street, Grimes Iowa  
Mayor Armstrong opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 pm.  City Attorney Henderson advised that this was 
a hearing regarding a nuisance abatement which was referencing according to the code “junk” on the 
Rittgers property at 401 First Street, Grimes, Iowa.  The Council reviewed pictures of the property at 401 
First Street, Grimes, Iowa.  Rittgers advised that the items on this property were considered trappings of 
his business.  Attorney Henderson asked Public Works Director Joe McAreavy if this was sighted due to 
risk to the public and McAreavy advised it was. Mayor Armstrong closed the Public Hearing at 6:54 p.m. 
Altringer moved that Bruce Rittgers be given 5 business days to remove the junk on his property.   The 
Council agreed with Altringer but continued to discuss the situation. 
 
D. Action on Nuisance Abatement 
Moved by Evans, Seconded by Tapper; Bruce Rittgers shall be given 15 business days to moved the junk 
from his building onto a hard service in the back of his building and screened and that if not moved a 
$750 fine would be charged on the first day and $500 for each calendar day following  until the issue is 
resolved; along with coming into compliance with zoning regulation.  Attorney Henderson clarified that it 
was up to Rittgers to move the junk. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
E. Public Hearing on Dangerous Buildings – Bruce Rittgers, 401 First Street, Grimes, Iowa  
Mayor Armstrong opened the Public Hearing at 6:55 pm.  Public Works Director Joe McAreavy reviewed 
with the Council pictures of the building owned by Bruce Rittgers at 401 First Street, Grimes, Iowa.  
Rittgers stated that some of the work that was sighted on the buildings had been repaired.  City Attorney 
Henderson asked that he work with the City to get the building repaired.   City staff will meet with 
Rittgers on 9/28/11 to review what work needs to be done on these buildings. Mayor Armstrong closed 
the Public Hearing at 7:25 p.m.  
  



F. Action on Dangerous Building 
Moved by Shatava, Seconded by Evans; Rittgers shall work with the City inspectors and within the next 
10 days come up with a list of what needs to be fixed on the house and that those repairs be completed 
within 90 after that or face a $750 fine on the first day and a $500 fine each calendar day after until the 
repairs are completed; and that the City takes no responsibility for the integrity of the buildings. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
Public Forum 
No one addressed the Council 
 
COUNCIL ACTIONS 
 
A.  Proposal by Koester Construction on the Grimes IOOF-Opera House building located at 212 SE 
Main Street for further legal action to issue bonds for a loan in the amount to $1,000,000 and for 
TIF in the amount of $250,000.   
John Koester representing the Grimes IOOF – Opera House located at 212 SE Main Street was present 
and reviewed the progress on the building.  Koester thanked the Council for their support of this project. 
Moved by Patterson, Seconded by Tapper;  City Administrator Brown shall be directed to moved forward 
with working with bond counsel to pursue bond options with the loan in the amount of $1,000,000 and for 
TIF in the amount of $250,000.  
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
(moved from the consent agenda) 
O. Participation in a 28E with the City of Urbandale for a study with HR Green on the 141 
Interchange in an amount of $25,000 
Moved by Altringer, Seconded by Evans:  the participation in the 28E with the City of Urbandale for a 
study to be done by HR Green on the Hwy 141 Interchange in the  amount of $25,000 shall be approved. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: All.  Nays: None.  Motion passes: 5 to 0. 
 
COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS  
 
1.  Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Armstrong had nothing new to report 
 
2. City Attorney’s Report  
City Attorney Henderson had nothing new to report.  
 
3. City Engineer’s Report 
City Engineer Gade provided an update on the Hwy 44 which is near completion.  He also advised that 
the projects on SE 37th and SE 2nd were completed and the SE 19th project would be done next week 
during the evening.  Gade also advised that work was being done at the N Sports Complex. 
 
4. City Staff Report 
City Administrator Brown advised that the audit is almost completed.  
 
5. Old Business 
The Council was advised the new Kennybrook Retirement Home was open and the ribbon cutting would 
be October 13, 2011. 
 
6. New Business   
None.  



 
Adjournment. 
Moved by Altringer, Seconded by Shatava; there being no further business, this meeting shall be 
adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________                                      _________________________ 
Rochelle Williams, City Clerk                                           Thomas M. Armstrong, Mayor  


